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'No man is an island.'  And no people is self-sufficient.  As for the individual, as for society, so also for 

the 'globalising' world - interdependence is the foundation of being human.  Even to become human 

beings, as infants and children, we need each other.  We need each other for fulfilment as adults.  And we 

need support for our human dignity as our powers fail, in sickness, dereliction and old age.

Interdependence is a spiritual fact.  Human beings are not ants or bees, biological units working blindly 

to a 'social' program they know nothing of.  We are self-conscious persons, embodied spirits with a 

capacity to relate to others because we recognise others as like ourselves.  There is a spiritual bond in 

every relationship: between individuals, within identifiable cultures, and among all cultures and 

nations. 

Scotland has always been a spiritual society.  The ageless beauty of our islands, glens, and mountains 

renews the spirits of thousands of visitors from all over the world.  Archaeology and history make clear 

to us the spiritual creativity of our ancestors - Celt, Viking, Saxon, and nameless tribes before them.  Is 

there a folk music in Europe equal to ours for transparency of spirit?  Many of our current institutions 

are built around fundamentally spiritual ideas guiding earlier generations: our schools and our 

hospitals, our prisons and our housing schemes have all been the object of a passionate concern for 

human betterment of great spirits in the past.  In the globalising present, the land continues to welcome 

peoples who have chosen Scotland as their place for a better life; where they can be wholly themselves 

without fear, and plan a future for their children among the rich diversity of spiritual traditions which 

have found a home here. 

Given this outstanding inheritance, the Trustees of the Edinburgh International Centre for World 

Spiritualities, EICWS, would wish to see the debate on the future of Scottish education set in a 

fundamentally spiritual frame.  We do not see education as a narrowly functional sector of 

governmental activity.  Still less do we see it as subordinate to the functional requirements of the 

economy and the labour market.  Every guiding institution in our society has an educational aspect.  

Within each institution that educational energy should be working as the catalyst of a spiritual 

engagement with the tasks proper to that institution.  Flowing from each institution, educational insight 

should be synergetically developing all other institutions, especially those promoting a renewal of civil 

society and the revival of confidence in their role in the future of Scotland among children and young 

people.  

2

Edinburgh International Centre for World Spiritualities



We acknowledge that difficult questions of structure and process must be raised and debated.  We do not 

underestimate the financial costs associated with a more holistic view of education of the kind we 

propose.  But behind questions of structure we would insist that independent spirits be made confident 

in their powers by being maximally allowed to find their own way.  The debate over organisational 

process must address issues of responsibility for persons no less than accountability for performance; it 

should project teaching as challenging work for intrepid spirits and renounce the spirit-shrivelling 

instrumentalities of the target-driven school.  As to financial costs - in a post-industrial Scotland, what 

else have we to invest in but our children and young people?

Learning, said Simone Weil, is drawn by desire, not driven by will.  We believe students will stay in 

education if they read their school as committed to raising them up in their own eyes, if they feel respect 

behind the teaching they receive from adults, and if their sense of personal agency is reinforced by 

growing up with others free of fear and contempt.  Academic performance is a second-order good, an 

outcome of existential at-homeness.  Without the spiritual presence of persons in relation a school is just 

a machine, a service station in global capitalism's food-chain.

We would wish that educational institutions should connect with children and young people in the full 

richness of their potential.  This would not be just for the educational benefit of the child or young 

person: physical health and socially constructive behaviours arise out of personal well-being, and well-

being is achieved by having one's potential actualised.  Instead of responding symptomatically to the 

deaths of asylum seekers and drug abusers in our urban wastelands, could we not have responded 

timeously and proactively to their gifts?  Gifts responded to can become capacities for the good of all, 

but frustrations lead to destruction - not just of individuals, but in circles of family and community, and 

over cycles of time and generations.  A debate about education should be a debate about the 

development of human beings - have we at this moment a greater need?

There are multiple intelligences in the human being, so inevitably there will be a diversity of gifts 

among individuals.  Schools should recognise as many as possible of their children's gifts, not just the 

ones also recognised by employers or measured by the state.  Teaching should go beyond the effective 

delivery of quality-assured learning packages in functionally relevant skills, should aim to build on the 

gifts of learners so that they feel they bring something to their own education, and are not just raw 

material to be reworked.  This will require teachers to be seen as spiritual agents, as advocates for 

learning and as models of inspirational approaches to life and social action.  Cognitive skills should not 

be the only currency of education; imagination, intuition, vision, empathy, justice, integrity, wisdom, 

and compassion are also needed if children and young people are to escape tutelage and become beings-

for-others as well as successes in themselves.  A child is for Life, not just for employment.
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While to learn is to set out on a personal search, and while that search will ideally have several 

dimensions, fundamentally it is a spiritual adventure: we are challenged to become what we are.  In a 

debate on education, this spiritual end should be the taken-for-granted point of departure; the debate 

should concern the means.  

With this general statement as background, we would like to highlight the following points:

The debate on the future of education in Scotland has to be set in a fundamentally spiritual 

frame.  An old order is changing; if it is to give way to a new there must be a vision of the 

whole, a pedagogy of the new society (Ortega).  The time for technical adjustments is long past.

v Education is both built on and expressive of interdependence.  Interdependence is a spiritual 

fact, to be affirmed as intrinsically human, not repudiated as economically regressive.  With 

interdependence spiritual diversity is a good; under the illusion of self-sufficiency it leads to 

violence and war.  Good education is an investment in peace.

v If educational institutions are to connect with children and young people in the full richness of 

their potential, that potential itself needs to be protected.  Hence measures to contribute 

positively to the early life of pre-school children, especially through their parenting system, are 

educational measures, and again are investments in peace.  

v Scotland is now the home to many diverse peoples and communities, and Scottish society is 

becoming more multicultural. Different spiritualities and religions bring their own unique 

strengths to the inner being of Scottish society, and all children and young people should be 

educated to think of spiritual, religious, social, ethnic, racial, and cultural diversity as a norm. 

From their very early days in childhood the respect for diversity should become a fact of life for 

children and young people. Education will be enhanced by recognising, and positively drawing 

upon, our infinite human diversity.

v We live longer lives, but change gets faster all the time.  We all need to commit to a more 

dynamic spirituality, one less attached to the identities of role and upbringing, more open to 

social change and to the promptings of inner renewal.  There needs to be a grand coalition of 

spiritual organizations to affirm and support this new, less rigid mode of being in the world.  

Schools have their part to play.
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DECLARATION

The mace of the Scottish Parliament symbolises the new responsibility borne by the Scottish people for 

their own future.  We endorse the four values under which Scotland has chosen to go forward into this 

future - justice, integrity, wisdom, and compassion - and acknowledge that they are spiritual ideals.  We 

call on the Scottish Executive to acknowledge that education should subserve all four of those ideals, 

and that education too should also be recognised as spiritual.  Scotland is still a spiritual society.  Its 

education should also be spiritual.

Edinburgh

July 2002
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THE EDINBURGH INTERNATIONAL CENTRE 

FOR WORLD SPIRITUALITIES, EICWS.

SCOTTISH CHARITY, SC 030155.

PATRONS:
Prof Masao Abe, Prof Wande Abimbola, Dr A T Ariyaratne, Ma Jaya Sati Bhagavati, 

Prof Julia Ching (dec), Prof Diana Eck, Elizabeth Espersen, Samdech Preah Maha Ghosananda, 
Roshi Bernie Tetsugen Glassman, Prof James Heisig, Prof John Hick, Bishop Richard Holloway, 
Sister Jayanti, Prof Chatsumarn Kabilsingh, Prof Steven Katz, Prof Ursula King, Ervin Laszlo, 

Dr Peter Laurence, Rev Dr Chung Ok Lee, Peggy Morgan, Prof Seyyed Hossein Nasr, 
Dr Abdullah Omar Nasseef, Prof Jacob Olupona, Sir Paul Reeves, Beatriz Schulthess, 

Prof Arvind Sharma, Shree Om Prakash Sharma MBE, Dr Laxmi Mall Singhvi, 
Bishop William Swing, Brother Wayne Teasdale, Ven Lama Denys Teundroup, 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Marina Villalobos, Prof Montgomery Watt, 
Prof Tu Weiming, Rev Prof Frank Whaling. 

TRUSTEES: 
Father Mark Aziz, The Very Rev Prof Robert Davidson, Dr Neil Douglas-Klotz, Allan Forsyth, 

Sister Louisa Gupta, Bhailal Patel, Dr Desmond Ryan, Alice Fatah Saunders, Victor Spence, 
Caroline Uchima, Neill James Walker, Rev Prof Frank Whaling. 

ADVISORS: 
Vipin Aery, Megumi Hirota, Rev Canon Dr Michael Ipgrave, Anthony Judge, Bashir Maan CBE, 

Bipin Mehta, Dr Tarek Mitri, Dr John Parris, Ebrahim Patel, Dr Karen Ralls-MacLeod, 
Father William Russell, Jehangir Sarosh, Indarjit Singh OBE, Dr Renuka Singh. 

INTRODUCTION TO THE EICWS:

The EICWS is being actively developed in Edinburgh, Scotland, within the framework of a Scottish Charitable 
Trust. The Charitable Purpose of the EICWS is an Educational Purpose, namely, the advancement of the 
education of the public of Scotland and elsewhere about world spiritualities. The EICWS was established in the 
spirit of the coming of the new Scottish Parliament with the aspiration that world spiritualities could contribute to 
the new Spirit of Scotland. The precise Educational Vision of the EICWS at the level of world spiritualities will 
develop as part of the on-going process itself. The EICWS is being developed in a spirit of synergy, collaboration, 
co-operation, and partnership. While the EICWS is developing an ethos grounded in spiritual values it is not 
intended that it should promote a specific spirituality (or religion). Rather, it is intended that it should become an 
education, resource, co-ordination, and spiritual centre on the subject of world spiritualities (and on the subject of 
the cultures of world spiritualities) - with an initial emphasis on those spiritualities associated with the great 
religious traditions. However, in principle, the EICWS is intended to include a broad culture of world 
spiritualities within its subject remit. The EICWS has established many contacts internationally. The EICWS is 
actively contributing to a wide range of initiatives in Scotland, and it is anticipated that this will be developed 
further in the future as our capacities allow. 
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Contact:

EICWS, 4 William Black Place, South Queensferry, Edinburgh, EH30 9PZ. Scotland.
Tel: 0131 331 4469. e-mail: neillw@hotmail.com
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